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SAVAMALA 
  

11/16/2013  Psychogeography of suburb in the heart of the city 

 

An action-based participatory experiment, under the 

academic umbrella of psychogeography in which two 

persons during a certain period of time drop their 

usual motives for movement and action, their relations, 

their work and leisure activities, and let themselves be 

drawn by the attractions of the terrain and the 

encounters they find there. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
+ Magacin in Kraljeviļa Marka 4, Beograd 
+ 16.11.2013 at 19: 30 h  (Preview 15h - 17:30 h) 
+ Within URBAN INCUBATOR  and project of Third Belgrade "We also love the art of others", and in 
cooperation with ProArtOrg, Dom Omladine Belgrade and Goethe Institute.  
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Savamala 
P S Y C H O G E O G R A P H Y  O F  SU B U R B  IN  T H E  H E A R T  O F  T H E  CI T Y 

 

Since the very beginning, Savamala was designed to be the center of Belgrade, however, this idea was 

never realized. Even though today, for most people from Belgrade, this name refers to an area around 

Karadjordjeva street, Savamala, in fact, includes a much wider area from Varos kapija and comprises 

Karadjordjeva, Nemanjina, Kneza Milosa, Kraljice Natalije, Savska, Balkanska and Prizrenska street as 

far as "Zlatno burence" tavern, then Kosmajska and Pop Lukina street.  

When the idea of Savamala as the city center was finally discarded in the years following 1945, 

Karadjordjeva street became a `heavy` traffic transit zone, and once beautiful facades of nearby 

buildings have perished. Savamala became known for extreme noise, pollution, prostitution and illegal 

habitation. Lavish though deserted architectural remains of an important time in history stand between old 

warehouses, hovels and scrappy workshops.   

       
 

 

However, for the past few years this historically enriched part of the city has been attracting attention of 

artists, architects and city planners who have been reviving the idea of Savamala as the heart of 

Belgrade. Today, this suburb in the heart of the city has become place of interest and space for 

investigation.    

 

The subject of this work is exactly the investigation of this urban landscape by referring to concept of   

flâneur and similar inventive strategies for exploration of cities such as psychogeography. According to 

Situationists, this technique was considered to be the best way to get acquainted with a city. In 1955. 

Guy Debord defined psychogeography as "the study of the precise laws and specific effects of the 

geographical environment, consciously organized or not, on the emotions and behavior of individuals."  
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 This strategy that resembles a game collects just about 

anything that takes pedestrians off their predictable paths and 

jolts them into a new awareness of the urban landcsape, 

presenting a modern city as a place for investigation. 

In their revolutionary approach to architecture, Situationists 

have formed the concept of psychogeography, together with         

dérive as elements of unitary urbanism. They found 

contemporary architecture both physically and ideologically 

restrictive, combined with outside cultural influence, effectively 

creating an undertow and forcing oneself into a certain system 

of interaction with their environment. The Situationists' response was to design new urbanized space, 

promising better opportunities for experimenting through mundane expression. "Cities have a 

psychogeographical relief, with constant currents, fixed points and vortexes which strongly discourage 

entry into or exit from certain zones." 

 

This is the case with Savamala as well. During the development of Belgrade, its main streams have 

somehow bypassed this beautiful part of the city which remained forgotten and saturated with excessive 

traffic.  

 

Idea of urban wondering comes from an earlier concept of flâneur, developed by Charles Baudelaire in 

19 century, that of "a person who walks the city in order to experience it." This "botanist of the sidewalk" 

has a key role in understanding, participating in and portraying the city. Combining sociological, 

anthropological, literary and historical notions of the relationship between the individual and the greater 

populace, the concept of flâneur became important in academic discussions of the phenomenon of 

modernity, especially the phenomenon of urban experience. During our stay in Savamala, we took on the 

role of flâneur and became aimless pedestrians, unencumbered by any obligation or sense of urgency, 

we presented this part of the city as a space for exploration during a walk in which different social and 

esthetic comments have been expressed. Our path has been created according to directions and 

suggestions of people we met on the street, casual passersby and Savamala inhabitants. Throughout our 

talks, we attempted to find out as much as we can about Savamala and its history, but also about their 

favorite places, memories, secrets... permeating public space with personal experiences of its residents. 

Consequently, we are approaching the figure of Dandy, defined in Britain around the end of the 18th  

and the beginning of the 19 century. While flâneur keeps his/her position of an uninvolved observer of 

street life, dandy is a man of the people who passionately enters lives of his subjects. Furthermore, 

dandies were the first  to walk the turtle on a leash in the city in order to slow themselves down and have 

a better perspective of the urban space.   
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Even though the very nature of such research emphasizes the process of the work which has a more 

performative quality, results made by combining subjective and objective comprehensions and 

observations shouldn't be neglected as they could be applied in architecture and urban planning.    

 

 
 

The outcome of this walk has been presented in three different, yet psychogeography related medias:  

 

1. Video, with documentary character which depicts this walk through Savamala and conversations with 

people. With its form which masters the articulation of time and space parameters, video presents the 

most suitable means of expression of a psychogeographer.  

 


